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Romantic Novelists’ Association unveil new branding and new-look awards, The RoNAs, at their Winter Party

For release 18th November 2011

The Romantic Novelists’ Association (RNA) was formed in 1960 to promote romantic fiction and to encourage writing, and now represents more than 700 writers, agents, editors and other publishing professionals. Following a hugely successful golden anniversary in 2010, the RNA have been working on a new brand identity to reflect their vision as an organisation.  
Last night, at their Winter Party at One Birdcage Walk, RNA President  and bestselling author Katie Fforde unveiled the new logo, and her hopes for the future of the association. By becoming more prominent and more recognisable, the RNA’s new look will re-affirm their position at the heart of the romantic fiction community, and commitment to excellence in publishing. 
“Our new logo is bright, simple, versatile and memorable.  We have brought together a heart and a book – which when united may be seen as a flower or as someone reading – and the strapline 'love writing', which lies at the core of what we do, however you read the words,”  she said.  “Together with our new-look RoNA awards, we hope it will help bring the Romantic Novelists' Association to the forefront of the minds of everyone involved in the industry and that our logo will become a recognisable hallmark for excellence in romantic fiction.”

The RNA’s annual awards set the benchmark in romantic fiction, and winners of the much-coveted Romantic Novel of the Year award include Philippa Gregory, Jojo Moyes and Julia Gregson.  Redesigned to reflect the modern appetite for romantic fiction which encompasses a variety of genres – from Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight series to the fabulously entertaining  Jilly Cooper – the inaugural RoNAs will be held at One Whitehall Place on 5th March 2012, and will celebrate romantic fiction in all its glorious forms. The five RoNA categories are as follows:

· The RoNA for a Contemporary Romantic Novel: This category is for mainstream romantic novels set post 1960 
· The RoNA for an Epic Romantic Novel: Romantic novels containing serious issues or themes, including gritty, multi-generational tales may be included in this category
· The RoNA for a Historical Romantic Novel: For romantic novels set in a period before 1960.  
· The RoNA for a Romantic Comedy Novel:  Romantic novels intended to be consistently humorous or amusing may be entered for this award.
· The RoNA for a Young Adult Romantic Novel: This category is for romantic novels where the main characters are teenagers/young adults.
Each category winner will then be shortlisted for Romantic Novel of the Year, to be announced at the RNA’s Summer Party at the Royal Overseas League on 17th May 2012. 

Also to be presented on 5th March 2012 is The RoNA Rose Award. This award (formerly Love Story of the Year) recognises the best in category and shorter romance - novels that focus on the developing love affair between the hero and heroine. 

For more information, please contact Ann Bissell at Midas Public Relations on 
020 7361 7864 or email ann.bissell@midaspr.co.uk
Notes to Editors

The Romantic Novel of the Year Award was launched in 1960, the same year as the RNA, to recognise excellence in romantic novels and thereby enhance the standing of the genre. The inaugural RoNAs will be supported by a nationwide retail promotion, co-ordinated by Agile Marketing, and any novel which was first published in the UK (or simultaneously with other countries) in 2011 is eligible for the 2012 Award. 

The RNA has always involved readers in judging the awards. Keen readers are asked to rate nominated books on a number of criteria including romantic content, readability, characters, plot, dialogue, style and ending.  These readers' favourites are then presented to the expert judges, who decide the overall winners.

The 2011 Romantic Novel of the Year award winner was Jojo Moyes. Recent winners include Julia Gregson, Freya North, Rosie Thomas, Jojo Moyes, Cathy Kelly, Philippa Gregory and Maureen Lee.  A list of past winners can be found at www.romanticnovelistsassociation.org  
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