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ENTRIES ARE INVITED FOR THE 

 RoNA Romantic Novel Awards 2012

Administered and awarded by the Romantic Novelists’ Association

PLEASE READ THESE RULES CAREFULLY

THE CONDITIONS AND RULES WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO

1.
The RoNA awards are open to members and non-members of the RNA.  Novels may be submitted by a publisher, agent or author. There is an administration fee of £10.00 for each book submitted, with an additional fee of £50 for novels submitted by authors or authors’ agents where authors are not current RNA members, i.e. a total fee of £60 per novel entered.  This additional fee will NOT apply to any entries submitted by publishers, nor will it apply to entries by author/agent where the author is a current member of the RNA. 

 

2.
Self published and vanity published novels are ineligible.

3.
Entries must be written in the English language.  Only books FIRST PUBLISHED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM are eligible. Books must be published in paperback between 1st January 2011 and 31st December 2011 only, and must still be readily available in this edition between January - May 2012 inclusive, or they will be disqualified.  Novels may be submitted in other printed formats, but must be due for issue in paperback as detailed above.

4.
Each book may only be submitted to one of the (new for 2012) FIVE RoNA award categories, and must meet the criteria for this, described below under rule 12.
5.
Publishers may only submit up to a total of SIX books per imprint, each book being submitted to a suitable category. Publishers may not submit more than one book in the same imprint by the same author.  Authors (and authors’ agents) may make their own submissions of as many books as they wish, provided they enter their novels into a suitable category. This may be in addition to a different title of theirs submitted by their publisher.   

6.
Publishers should inform authors that their book has been entered for an award. Equally, authors or agents should advise their publishers if they make an individual entry.

7.
ENTRIES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND BEFORE 1ST OCTOBER 2011, which is, without exception, the closing date, UNLESS PRIOR PERMISSION HAS BEEN SOUGHT FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR DUE TO EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES.  Four copies of each book entered are required.  It is in the interests of publishers/authors to submit entries as early as possible.

8.
Each entry will go to a team of three preliminary readers. A long list for each category will be announced in early December 2011. Books from this go for a further assessment and a shortlist for each category will be announced in January/February 2011. The winner of each category will be announced at the RoNA Awards Event to be held in early March 2012.  A third-party PR Company (Agile) has plans for making the five category winners’ books available for promotion in participating bookshops around the country as soon as the results are announced.

9.
Shortlisted authors will be expected to be available for publicity purposes and MUST undertake to attend the Awards Event in early March 2012.  Failure to attend the Awards Event may disqualify the book in question.

10.
The winner or the winner’s agent and/or publisher will be expected to be available for media interviews. Publishers of shortlisted titles will be expected to supply details of a publicity contact for each author, together with an author photograph, digital image of the book cover, press release, AI sheet and author publicity questionnaire if available. Publishers should be prepared to provide a reasonable number of additional copies of each shortlisted title for PR purposes.

11.
Shortlisted publishers (or authors/agents, for individual submissions) should be aware that they may be invited to co-operate with the promotional arrangements of PR firm Agile and to reach a separate agreement with Agile.  The RNA is not a party to any such arrangement with Agile, nor does the RNA act as an intermediary.  The RNA understands that Agile plans to seek a levy for each shortlisted book of £350, and that for all five category winners, Agile plans to seek an additional levy of approximately £2750. (See separate information sheet prepared by Agile and not forming part of these entry rules).
12.
Each book submitted must meet the relevant following RoNA category descriptions:

All categories: entries for all categories must arguably (if not precisely) fit the classic Romantic Novel structure - that the main over-arching theme is that a ‘heroine’ meets ‘hero’ early in the book, their relationship suffers set-backs and work/life problems of all/any form(s) as the storyline of the book, but these are overcome and they come together at the end as a couple, either actually married (or equivalent) or with this clearly the intention. All other content - however interesting and a part of the book - is only a context for the romantic storyline. The book should not be a story (however good) that happens to include some, or even a lot, of romantic events if these are not the raison d’être of the book as a whole. 

‘Allowable variations’ are:-

-that the couple have met or are together before the start of the book

-that there is more than one couple

-that the ending is ‘wistful’ - i.e., the romance cannot come to fruition for understandable (sad) reasons

-that the story concentrates very much on the ‘heroine’ (or hero) and several romantic attachments - but in this case we should still have met the eventual ‘hero’ (or heroine) early in the book to be a Romantic Novel and not a ‘love life biography’.

Please note that the Romantic Novel structure identified above may be expressed in any form from totally explicit to completely understated - even just a (very clear) sub-text. 

The five Categories of RoNA (each having an equal-status Award) are:

(i)
The RoNA for a Contemporary Romantic Novel: mainstream romantic novels set post 1960 - e.g., chick-lit, older romance, beach reads, etc. Includes niche genres such as paranormal/fantasy/time-slip/romantic suspense.

(ii)
The RoNA for an Epic Romantic Novel: a romantic novel concerned with serious issues or themes which, for this category, may have more equal footing with the romantic story or stories in the book. Includes grittier fiction such as sagas, multi-generation tales, etc.. May include time-slip.

(iii)
The RoNA for an Historical Romantic Novel: a romantic novel set pre-1960. The historical nature may either principally be a social setting (as in Regency romances) or be principally used to set the romantic story against particular, real, historical events. May include time-slip.

(iv)
The RoNA for a  Romantic Comedy Novel: a romantic novel clearly intended to be consistently humorous or amusing - from laugh-out-loud to more subtle forms.

(v)
The RoNA for a Young Adult Romantic Novel: romantic novels where the main characters are teenagers/young adults. Includes paranormal/fantasy stories and/or young-adult exploration of romance, over the range light-hearted to deep/serious. 

Please send FOUR copies of each entry with the attached entry form and the appropriate entry administrative fee (cheques payable to ‘The Romantic Novelists’ Association’) to:-

Edwin Osborn, RNA Awards Organiser, 98 Southmoor Road, 

Oxford, OX2 6RB

Tel: 01865-514978 - please speak to screening answer phone
Email: edwin.osborn@dsl.pipex.com 
