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Romantic Novelists’ Association

Fabulous at Fifty

50 glorious years of the Romantic Novelists’ Association
[image: image2.jpg]Vitelhus a Fify




 

Monday 11th October

Fabulous at Fifty, a memoir of the first half century of the Romantic Novelists’ Association (RNA), will be launched at the RAF Club in London on Thursday.  Fabulous at Fifty delves into the past, with first-hand recollections of people who were there, and describes the growth of the Romantic Novelists’ Association into what was described by PD James at a recent Awards ceremony as ‘one of most professional writers’ organisations of the present day’.

The book is packed with fascinating and frank detail about past and present members, the opinion of other novelists (often  less than flattering) about this massively successful commercial genre, the changing attitude to sex and a public broadside from Marje Proops in the Mirror, plus the spats, the flaps, the End of Publishing as we Know It (1968), hot books and cold champagne. 

The book is published by the RNA at £9.99 and is available from their website www.romanticnovelistsassociation.org
More/
Further information:

· The Romantic Novelists’ Association (RNA) was set up in 1960 to promote respect for the genre and to encourage excellence. Full membership is open to authors who have published a romantic novel or a romantic serial. Aspiring writers are admitted as probationary members. This is the only professional body of writers to encourage actively new writing in this manner.  
·  In 2005, an RNA team beat teams from Wisden and The Economist in University Challenge - The Professionals, only just losing to the Privy Council in the final. 
· The present Chairman is Katie Fforde. For more information log onto www.rna-uk.org. 
· The RNA’s second president, Mary Burchell, was directly instrumental in rescuing dozens of German Jews in the years that immediately preceded the Second World War.

· Dame Barbara Cartland was a founder member but resigned from the organisation along with three other key members in a row over the name of the Association

· Elizabeth Goudge, Catherine Cookson, Alex Stuart, Denise Robins and Lucilla Andrews were among the other founder members.

· Current members include, Jill Mansell, Carole Matthews, Penny Jordan, Adele Parks and Joanna Trollope (whose thoughts on the genre close the book).
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Catherine Jones:  07966 949590 or pressofficer@romanticnovelistsassociation.org
_1345636889.bin

